DIPLOMATIC EVENTS, AND THE KING'S SECRET        a27

Another person too played a decisive part in the
conduct of State matters and had the benefit of
Louis XVs full confidence; that was Louis-
Francois de Bourbon, Prince de Conti. With his
victories at Coni and at Mons he showed himself
a worthy grandson of the great Conde \vhose
warlike virtues he strove to emulate. His facility
and discretion as a diplomat won Louis XVs
favour and earned him well-deserved honours. He
was a noble of refinement and taste, and his Chateau
de PIsle-Adam was an enchanted palace, embellished
by the arts of the best painters, sculptors and
architects; while his Hotel du Temple was the
haunt of an elegant society.

Michel-Barthelemy Ollivier preserves a picture
of his hunts and festivities and receptions. With
Noailles as his model, the prince was upright,
virtuous and discreet. And these qualities found
favour with Louis XV, who charged him with the
correspondence with the Prussian., Turkish and
Polish courts, bidding him sound their intentions
and handle information, instead of the minister of
foreign affairs who had no knowledge at all of this
secret diplomacy.

Many ambassadors wrote to the prince and kept
him up to date in all that could interest the king,
without making use of the usual channels; the
result was often a previously unknown frankness
and liberty. Without his knowledge the minister's
instructions and decisions were revealed; and
Louis XV could judge them and condemn 'with
evidence to back his verdict; thus he was able to
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